








cantilevered pedestrian bridge to the adjacent HOJ at Level 3 (3 horizontal and 1 
vertical sensors) were provided. All accelero1neters are interconnected to computer 
controlled digital recording equip1nent at Level B2 with cabling for a common start, 
GPS riming, and synchronization. At the tower roof level, a GPS antenna and junction 
box are installed to support the system. The system is triggered by the sensors located 
at Level B2 at a threshold of0.5% g, and d e -triggered by the sensors located at Levels 
23 and 25 at approximately the sa1ne acceleration (0.5-1.0% g). 

Conclusion 

As structural engineers, i t  is not often chat we are challenged to pursue design 
performance objectives that require extra effort, initiative, innovation, peer review, 
cost constraint.s, collaboration, and construction oversight -with the full support of 
client and user groups. This was the case for the design of the new San Diego Central 
Courthouse working with che Judicial Council of California and the San Diego 
Superior Court team's leadership and well-established goals and objectives. In the 
design of the new courthouse, while meeting a range of complex design challenges-
architectural integration, efficiency, physical security, sustainability, and cost �
control -a high priority was to achieve an "enhanced" seismic performance 
objective intended to limit damage and potential loss of use.• 

The online version of chis article contains references. 
Please visit www.STRUCTUREmag.org. 
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Typical Installed VOO & Extended Brace 
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Prototype Damper Testing (Taylor) 

Figure 7. Viscous Damping Devices /VDDJ. 
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